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Spanish emigration has become the subject of intense debate in the national press, leading to a large number of 

academic studies and reports that have sought to characterize this new emigration in terms of labor and migra-

tion expectations. The attitude of the current government has oscillated between indifference and denial. Faced 

with the government’s inaction, which can be referred to as a policy of ‘disengagement’, different profiles of 

emigrants, all of whom can be identified as economic exiles, have united to fight for what they refer to as their 

‘right to return’ by developing new forms of mobilization and protest against austerity measures and the erosion 

of their economic, social and political rights. This has created a new kind of external citizenry that is highly   

critical of the current government known collectively as the Maroon Wave. 

Ana María López-Sala main research areas include irregular migration, border 

control, activists and migration control and circular and temporary migration in 

the agriculture sector. She is the author of Immigration and the Nation-State 

(Anthropos, Barcelona, 2005), Migration and Borders (Icaria, Barcelona, 2010) and 

Human Trafficking in Spain (Immigration Spanish Ministry, 2011). Currently, she is 

a member of TEMPER project on seasonal and temporary migration in the agricul-

ture sector ( funded by the European Commission) and researcher in charge of the 

MIND Project (Non-State actors of Migration Control and Migration Industry) funded by the Spanish National           

Research Program.  
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